Town of Lake Lure Lake Advisory Committee

- Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting -

The Lake Advisory Committee (LAC) held their regular monthly meeting at the Town of Lake Lure Municipal Center on 14th day of March, 2005 at 5:30pm.

Attendees:

Bob Washburn (Chairman)

Russ Pitts (Vice Chairman)

Chris Braund (Secretary)

Gary Hasenfus

Dick Conrad

Ross Worden


Non-Attending Members:
John Kilby


Guests
None
Chuck Watkins (Council Liaison)

General Meeting Actions:

· Vice Chairman Pitts called the meeting to order.
· Russ and Chris presented the results of the 2005 Lake Commercial License applications and the lake capacity usage model.  There was extensive discussion about the mechanics of the model, the impact of various commercial activity types on the lake and about individual applicants.  Adjustments were noted and the model will be updated for presentation and discussion with the Marine Commission on March 16th. 
· Several commercial applicants intend to moor their boat(s) on property zoned R1, which is prohibited for several classes of commercial operations (CG, CU, R3 or R4 is required).  Russ made a motion that the LAC recommend (to the Marine Commission) that the enforcement of the commercial mooring zoning restriction be deferred until November of 2005 while the town conducts its review and revision of zoning classifications and permitted uses.  Ross seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
· Russ made a motion that the LAC recommend (to the Marine Commission) that the Lake Use Regulations, section 1.59 (b), be amended to include the following:  “An approved lake commercial use license does not constitute an ongoing right to use the lake for the commercial operation.  Applications for licenses must be approved annually by the Marine Commission.”  Ross seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
· Russ made a motion that the LAC recommend (to the Marine Commission) that additional lake commercial applications continue to be accepted for review by the LAC and Marine Commission (beyond March 1, 2005) date until Nov.1, 2005.  Approvals should be granted when the relevant operating criteria are met and there are sufficient acre-hours available for the desired commercial activity.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Gary made a motion that the LAC draft and recommend (to the Marine Commission) the execution of a communication plan for the new commercial regulations and capacity management model.  This is to include a press release and proactive conversations with the state legislators and appropriate state agencies.  Dick seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

· Meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.
Individual Meeting Reports and Actions:

Emergency Preparedness / Water Quality  - Dick Conrad reported:

· No report
Dam Operations & Sewer System - Gary Hasenfus reported:

· Dam operations continue as normal, including power generation.  Sewer leak investigations continued with visual inspections of the Havnaer’s Cove area.  No leaks were found, but monitoring will continue this summer.  A leak near the Hwy 9 intersection at the south end of the lake was repaired in conjunction with work on the Ingles connection.
VWIN Coordinator, Gary Hasenfus reported:

· The 8th-year report of the long-term evaluation of sediment and pollutant sources was distributed.  Of the 10 area streams, all but two were rated as good or excellent and several improved from the prior year.  Hickory Creek and the Broad River at Bat Cave were rated average, reflecting that stream sedimentation is the most serious problem at these two sites.
Recreation & Commercial Activities - John Kilby reported:

· No report
Dredging - Russ Pitts reported:

· Bids have gone out for the FEMA-supported dredging activity to clear sediment from the fall flooding.  This will be significant activity—to include a commercial dredge, barges and backhoes.   LAC members have expressed concern that this activity will have a significant, detrimental impact on lake use during the peak period of the year. 
· Russ made a motion that the LAC recommend that the Marine Commission delay the major cleanup dredging activity until after the summer and fall seasons, providing this does not jeopardize the FEMA funding.  The town maintenance dredge can be employed immediately to address the most significant area of risk at the entrance to the river channel.  Dick seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Law Enforcement – Chris Braund reported:

· The new boat permit database in ready for operation beginning April 1.  Town employees have been trained and the system has been tested and approved.  The stickers are still in use, but the carbon books of permits will no longer be used.  There is the capability to issue permits at the town office, by mail application and at two marinas (for nonresident motorized, town marina and Fairfield).
Fish & Ecosystem - Ross Worden reported:

· Efforts to provide the Asheville paper with accurate information on fishing and boating regulations on Lake Lure have proven fruitless.  Ross has sent information to two individuals on the editorial staff and the subsequent articles were inaccurate.  Ross sent corrections and has not received any response.
· Ross reminded all that the 2-line maximum, per person, restrictions were passed and are in effect.  There are still individuals fishing in violation of this ordinance.
Lake Structures - Bob Washburn reported:

· The latest revisions to the Lake Structures Ordinances were briefly discussed and it was agreed that they are ready for presentation and discussion with the Town Council in a workshop scheduled for March 16th.   
· Russ made a motion that the LAC recommend that the Marine Commission consult legal advice about the amending of Lake Use Regulations to include the following:  “Any lake structure to be erected on the waters of Lake Lure must conform to the Lake Structures Ordinance established by the Town of Lake Lure.”  The intent is to extend the regulation of structures to the full jurisdiction of the Marine Commission (including the properties along the river channel near Chimney Rock).
Meeting Motion Summary:

· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission defer the enforcement of the commercial mooring zoning restriction until November of 2005 while the town conducts its review and revision of zoning classifications and permitted uses.
· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission continue to accept lake commercial applications for review by the LAC and Marine Commission (beyond March 1, 2005) date until Nov.1, 2005.  Approvals should be granted when the relevant operating criteria are met and there are sufficient acre-hours available for the desired commercial activity.  

· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission amend the Lake Use Regulations, section 1.59 (b), to include the following:  “An approved lake commercial use license does not constitute an ongoing right to use the lake for the commercial operation.  Applications for licenses must be approved annually by the Marine Commission.”  

· The LAC will draft and recommends the Marine Commission execute a communication plan for the new commercial regulations and capacity management model.  This is to include a press release and proactive conversations with the state legislators and appropriate state agencies.  

· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission delay the major cleanup dredging activity until after the summer and fall seasons, providing this does not jeopardize the FEMA funding.  The town maintenance dredge can be employed immediately to address the most significant area of risk at the entrance to the river channel.  
· The LAC recommends that the Marine Commission consult legal advice about the amending of Lake Use Regulations to include the following:  “Any lake structure to be erected on the waters of Lake Lure must conform to the Lake Structures Ordinance established by the Town of Lake Lure.”  The intent is to extend the regulation of structures to the full jurisdiction of the Marine Commission (including the properties along the river channel near Chimney Rock).
Respectfully Submitted.

Chris Braund, Secretary LAC
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